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CLIMATE CHANGE 
WHERE DO WE STAND?  WHERE DO YOU STAND? 

One of the main aims of CPRE Northamptonshire is to advocate 

action in response to the challenges of climate change, including 

measures to reduce carbon emissions.  With the somewhat 

inconclusive Copenhagen summit and recent wintry disruption on 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ 

Freezing temperatures have provided some ammunition to those 

who are doubtful about man-ƳŀŘŜ όάŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƎŜƴƛŎέύ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 

change.  This misses the point that climate is not the same as 

weather.  Even as the climate gets warmer there will be swings 

between extremely hot and cold weather events.  This winter 

northern Europe, Russia and China have seen unusually cold 

weather, whereas southern Europe, northern Canada, Greenland, 

Iceland and much of the southern hemisphere have been 

extraordinarily warm. 

Our chairman, Sir Paul Hayter, has written to our Members (his 

letter is enclosed with this mailing of Outlook) asking for their 

support.  Let us know your views, favourable or otherwise: 

info@CPRENorthants.org or PO Box 7939, Market Harborough 

LE16 9XW. 
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Dates for your new 2010 calendar  

Our Events Coordinator can be reached at 
Sue.Baylis@CPRENorthants.org or 01858 
433136 

April 9 ɀ 18 ɀ Stop the Drop campaign  
Is your village or group organising a litter 
pick during the CPRE Northants Stop the 
Drop campaign?  If not, ask them to!  Or, 
organise one yourself.... 

Thursday April 22 ɀ 6.00 pm: 
Annual General Meeting to be held at Great 
Houghton Village Hall 

Thursday  April  22 ɀ 7.30 pm 
! 4ÁÌË ÏÎ Ȱ2ÉÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ &ÕÒÒÏ× ɀ What is it all 
ÁÂÏÕÔȩȱ ÂÙ $ÅÂÏÒÁÈ (ÁÙÔÅÒ at Great 
Houghton Village Hall, Leys Lane, Great 
Houghton NN4 7QA.  Tickets are £15, 
including refreshments 

Thursday  May 6 ɀ 6.00 pm 
A guided walk of Salcey Forest, led by Andy 
Patmore.  Please meet at entrance of Salcey 
Forest Café.  Tickets are £5, including 
tea/coffee and cake 

mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
mailto:Sue.Baylis@CPRENorthants.org
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CPRE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 2009 AWARDS 
 

BUY LOCAL FOOD AWARDS 

People from all over Northamptonshire sent in their 

nominations: they championed butchers and livestock 

breeders, farm shops and country stores, village shops 

and bakeries ς those baking artisan bread and those 

making pies and other traditional baked goods.  

Others proposed cooperatives and cafés, box schemes 

and online food networks, chocolatiers and gastro-

pubs ς a very broad range that recognised the 

tremendous scope of the local food sector. 

The huge variety of nominated businesses did make 

things difficult for the judges.  They were James 

Moulson, a successful catering entrepreneur from 

Mash & Co in Brackley, and CPRE vice-president Lady 

Robinson, who with her husband Sir John Robinson, 

farms in Cranford.  They visited numerous enterprises 

and drew on local knowledge and soundings of public 

opinion around the county.  They were looking for 

enterprises that had been established for some time, 

were stable or successfully growing, and which had a 

broad customer base that really appreciated their 

offerings. 

After much deliberation the judges selected four 

businesses from different areas of the food retailing 

and production: a local chain of butchery and 

delicatessen shops, a grower and retailer of salad 

dressing oils, a farm dairy and a farm shop. 

At the presentation ceremony in the beautiful 

surroundings of Boughton House, home of the Duke 

and Duchess of Buccleuch, over a hundred people 

watched James Moulson present the prestigious CPRE 

Awards.  And the winners were..... 

Elliotts - a small chain of butchery shops and 

delicatessens in Kislingbury, Towcester and Daventry. 

Roger Elliott rears his own sheep and cattle, and the 

delicatessen shops he runs with his partner Nick 

Hartwell are packed with home produced goods. 

Smiths - a family business staffed by local people, 

retailing farm foods and country produce at their 

shops in Chapel Brampton and Great Billing. Originally 

a smallholding, they now produce strawberries, 

potatoes, asparagus and pumpkins by the thousand. 

Farrington Oils - run from Bottom Farm, Hargave, 

where Duncan Farrington and his wife Eli produce 

Mellow Yellow cold pressed rapeseed oil from rape 

grown on their farm. Other products in their range 

include mayonnaise, blackberry vinegar and other 

dressings. 

Newlands Farm Dairy - Gerald Bailey's family run 

business, where the milk from 100 cows is pasteurised 

on the farm in Hardwick.  Bottled milk and cream is 

sold to local shops, farm shops, corner shops and 

garden centres in the surrounding villages. 

The common theme of all of these businesses was the 

high regard in which they are held by their customers.  

On the nomination forms there were comments about 

friendly and helpful service and the quality of their 

products.  Congratulations to them on winning their 

CPRE Food Awards, but congratulations too to the 

many other businesses that are keeping standards 

high in Northamptonshire. 

TOWN & COUNTRY AWARDS 

Stanwick Lakes Visitor Centre 

The Visitor Centre is a striking building in the beautiful 

setting of the Stanwick Lakes Country Park.  It has 

many eco-friendly features, including rainwater 

harvesting and a partial green roof.  The Award was 

Award winners at the Boughton House presentation 

Cllr Ruth 
Groome, Mayor 

of Kettering 
presenting a 

CPRE plaque to 
Alyson Allfree, 

Director of 
Rockingham 
Forest Trust, 

Stanwick Lakes 
and Cllr Glenvil 

Greenwood-
Smith, Trustee 

of RFT 

Award winners at the Boughton House presentation 

http://www.mashandco.com/
http://www.elliottsdeli.co.uk/index.php
http://www.smithsfarmshop.co.uk/index.html
http://www.farrington-oils.co.uk/
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presented to Alyson Allfree, Director of the 

Rockingham Forest Trust. 

Aspect at Upton Park, by David Wilson Homes 

This is a significant development of 26 designer 

homes, with eco-friendly elements including photo 

voltaic tiles and solar panels.  The houses are at the 

boundary of urban development and the open 

countryside and provide a striking example of modern 

housing.  The Award was collected by Chris Hatfield, 

Deputy Managing Director of David Wilson Homes. 

Brackley House (Highly Commended) 

This successful conversion of a large Victorian House 

in the centre of Brackley provides new in-town 

housing.  The conversion has retained many of the 

original features of the building.  The Award was 

presented to Henry Chopping, the owner of Oxford 

Homes, who were responsible for the work. 

Avon Cosmetics European HQ Building 

Nunn Mills Road, Northampton 

This is a large urban development in a sensitive 

location by Becketts Park and the river.  The building 

has a stunning glazed entrance feature and 

incorporates many environmentally friendly features - 

an impressive contemporary design.  Darren Jameson 

collected the Award on behalf of Avon Cosmetics. 

SYWELL AERODROME 
THE VIEWS OF CLLR JIM BASS, WELLINGBOROUGH DC 

In our Autumn 2009 edition we featured the views of the MD of Sywell AŜǊƻŘǊƻƳŜΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘing company, Mr Michael 
Bletsoe-Brown.  We are pleased to extend the same courtesy to Cllr Bass, who has given us his personal response. 

[ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ άhǳǘƭƻƻƪέ 
Dear Sir 
I refer to the points made in your autumn edition by Mr Bletsoe-Brown of Sywell Aerodrome, in relation to 
the developments being undertaken there.  Without wishing to allow this matter to dominate your 
publication, I feel I must put it on record that there is evidence which I believe contradicts some of Mr. 
Bletsoe-.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  As the local Councillor for Sywell, Ecton and Mears Ashby, I have responsibilities for 
the safety and welfare of my constituents. 

The Runway 
I believe the new runway is positioned out of line with the existing grass runway it is supposed to be 
covering.  More importantly, it appears that the centre line of the new runway points directly at near-by 
housing to the south west, on an alignment I do not believe has ever had an active runway on it in the past.  
The aerodrome is now applying for planning permission to install landing lights for each end of the new 
runway, although I understand that approach lighting was specifically excluded from the Decision of the 
Secretary of State. 

Drainage Works 
I understand that the Environment Agency have concerns, in the context of the 1991 Land Drainage Act, 
with some of the ditching works which have been undertaken on the boundary of the aerodrome. 

Sywell Wood 
I understand that, before undertaking the recent works in the wood, the Aerodrome was required to 
άǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōȅ 
άǇǊƻ-active engagement with the local communities, ŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎέΦ  The Forestry 
Commission has written to record that the communications issued by the Aerodrome do not constitute 
adequate consultation.  To my knowledge there has been no open consultation with any of the Parishes in 
my Ward which abut the aerodrome.  In my opinion the works carried out at Sywell Wood have caused 
lasting damage to an important area of natural beauty. 

Joint Consultative Committee 
It is a requirement of Section 35 of the Civil Aviation 1982 that all Designated Aerodromes are required to 
provide the facilities for a Joint Consultative Committee (JCC).  Sywell Aerodrome is also required by a S106 
Planning Condition to have a properly constituted JCC.  This committee met for the first time in July 2009. 

Your faithfully, J H Bass 
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THE BUY LOCAL, EAT LOCAL AWARENESS PROJECT 
PROJECT MANAGER BERNARD QUINN ON OUR LATEST LOCAL FOODS CAMPAIGN 

The project has two broad aims: firstly, to raise awareness amongst local people of the importance of locally 
produced food, and secondly, to encourage people to buy more locally produced food and support their local 
suppliers. 

The project is funded by a Grassroots grant from the 
Government via the Northamptonshire Community 
Foundation, with a contribution from our own funds.  We will 
be taking a road show around the county throughout the spring and summer months to local 

food markets and libraries, and contacting schools and the media to get our message across.  We want as many 
people as possible to understand more about why it is 
important to buy and eat locally produced food, rather 
than food that has been transported great distances. 

Get involved ς take part in our survey 

There is more information on the project on our website 
www.CPRENorthants.org, including our easy-to-complete 
survey form.  You can also email or write to us 
(info@CPRENorthants.org, PO Box 7939, Market 
Harborough LE16 9XW) and we will post or email a copy to 
you. 

The survey will help us to get a better understanding of the locally produced food picture in Northamptonshire and so 
steer our future work.  It will tell us what people know about local foods already, how, where and when they buy 
them.  It will also tell us what prevents people from doing this and or what might persuade them otherwise. 

 

From the left: CPRE National Chairman Peter Waine, Millie 
Kenyon from the Marsh Christian Trust, Sally Hanrahan and 
Peter Hopkins from CPRE Northants 

FoodMiles education packs  

Our 2008 project produced education packs that 
have been very well received by primary school 
teachers around the county  

As a result of further demand we have produced 
more of these packs, which are available at £30 
each.  Teachers are invited to contact 
info@CPRENorthants.org or 01858 433136, to 
order, or just to find out more about them. 

Thank you in advance 

Outlook editors: Sue Baylis and Sally Hanrahan 

Published by: Peter Hopkins 

Comments to info@CPRENorthants.org  

 

CPRE NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WINS A MARSH 

AWARD 

Marsh Christian Trust makes two awards annually to 
celebrate outstanding volunteering activity within CPRE.  
The 2009 major prize of £1,000 for group activity was 
awarded to Sally Hanrahan, Sue Baylis, Peter Hopkins and 
Bernard Quinn from CPRE Northamptonshire for 
άǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀŎƪ ƻƴ CƻƻŘ aƛƭes 
ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 
much needed development funds for our website, with a 
little left over for a small celebration for our active 
volunteers. 

Stop the Drop campaign news  

Village and group litter picks  

Many villages have set their annual spring clean 
litter pick dates within our 2010 campaign period, 
which is Friday April 9 to Sunday April 18.  We 
found in 2009 that we generated considerable anti-
litter publicity by co -ordinating the activity between 
two spring weekends, when the evenings are a little 
lighter.  This period avoids Easter, is after the clocks 
go forward but is before roadside vegetation 
becomes prolific. 

)Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÌÉÔÔÅÒ ÐÉÃËȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÉÍÅȢ  These are great fun and 
really perk up your environment.  Visit our website 
www.CPRENorthants.org for details. 

Village litter wardens  
Does your village have one?  If not, and you know 
someone who likes to defeat the litter louts, get 
your Parish Council or community group to email us 
quickly.  There may be a £100 honorarium for your 
public spirited volunteer!  

http://www.cprenorthants.org/
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
mailto:info@CPRENorthants.org
http://www.cprenorthants.org/

